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Upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season averaged lower in grade and shorter in staple 
than a year ago, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA. This sea- 
Son's ginnings contained a much larger proportion of grade 41 and a smaller proportion of grade 31 
than last season's ginnings. The two medium staples 33 and 34 accounted for a substantially larger 
proportion of ginnings this year while the two longer lengths, 35 and 36, made up a much smaller 
proportion than last year. Average fiber strength of ginnings this year was 88,300 pounds per 
Square inch, slightly stronger than the two previous years. Average mike was 4.3, down from 4.4 in 
1974 and 1975. The supply of cotton to November 1 was down one million bales from a year earlier. 


White grades 41 and higher accounted for almost 77 percent of total upland ginnings prior to Novem- 
ber 1 this season. This was the largest proportion of ginnings in grade 41 and higher since 1961 
and compares with 75 percent a year ago and 67 percent in 1974. Grade 41 was the predominant grade 
through the end of October at over 52 percent of ginnings against 40 percent a year earlier and 42 
percent in 1974. Grade 31 made up 19 percent of ginnings this season, down from 27 percent last 
year and the same as 1974. Light Spotted grades accounted for 10 percent of ginnings through Octo- 
ber 31. This was the smallest percentage in the Light Spotted grades since 1958 and compares with 
11 percent last season and 15 percent two years ago. The average grade index was 93.6 ( grade 31=100 ) 
against 94.0 a year earlier and 92.7 in 1974. 

Cotton stapling 33 comprised 12 percent of upland ginnings prior to November 1 this season. This 
was the largest proportion of ginnings in that length since 1966 and compares with four percent in 
the two previous seasons. Staple 34 made up 34 percent of ginnings through the end of October 
against 20 percent a year earlier and 26 percent two years earlier. Staple 35 comprised 32 per- 
cent of ginnings this season, down from 51 percent the two previous years. Upland cotton stapling 
32 and shorter accounted for seven percent of ginnings this season against six percent through the 
same period last season and five percent two years ago. Staples 36 and longer comprised 15 percent 
of ginnings compared with 18 percent a year earlier and 13 percent the year before. The average 
staple was 34.3 thirty-seconds inches against 34.7 a year earlier and 34.6 two years ago. 


Fiber strength of cotton ginned prior to November 1 averaged 88,300 pounds per square inch (psi), 
up slightly from 87,500 psi a year earlier and 87,100 psi in 1974. Cotton weaker than 80,000 psi 


made up eight percent of ginnings. This was the smallest percentage of ginnings through the end of 


October in the weaker ranges since records began in 1966 and compares with 12 percent the two pre- 
vious seasons. Cotton 90,000 psi and stronger made up 41 percent of ginnings prior to November 1 
against 36 percent a year earlier and 31 percent two years ago. 


The average mike of cotton ginned prior to November 1 was 4.3, down slightly from 4.4 through the 
same period the two previous seasons. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range made up 84 percent of gin- 
nings through the end of October, down from 88 percent a year earlier and 87 percent two years ago. 
Twelve percent of ginnings miked 5.0 or higher this season against 10 percent last year and 11 per- 
cent through the same period in 1974. Almost four percent of ginnings prior to November 1 miked 
3.4 or lower. This was the largest percentage in the lower mike groups in over 10 years and com- 
pares with two percent in the two previous years. 


Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season totaled 3,704,300 running bales, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This compares with 2,766,600 bales ginned through the same period a year ear- 
lier and 4,943,900 bales two years ago. This season's ginnings to November 1 included 4,000 bales 
of American Pima cotton against 1,200 last year and 3,600 in 1974, 


The supply of upland cotton to November 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 7.2 million 
bales, down from 8.2 million bales a year earlier. The grade distribution indicates a decrease of 
213,000 bales in this season's supply of White grades 41 and higher. White grades below 41 decreas- 
ed 266,000 bales. Supplies of the Light Spotted grades decreased 521,000 bales while supplies of 
the Spotted grades increased slightly. Staple distribution showed a decrease in the supply of staple 
35 cotton of 937,000 bales while staples 33 and 34 were more plentiful by 224,000 and 122,000 bales, 
respectively. Supplies of staples 29 and shorter were slightly larger than a year earlier while 
staples 30 to 32 were in smaller supply. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to November 1, 1976 with 1975 comparisons, by states 1/ 







Grade reductions 






State Other causes | Total reductions 
1976 1975 1976 1975 1976 1975 

Pct. Pet. Petr Pet. BGG Peti. Pet... Pot. 
North Carolina eel Died Oma - Ot = 2.3 He 
South Carolina 5.3 Ore 0.2 Orel = One RE) 10.3 
Georgia 2.6 ZO 2.9 6.4 : - 5,9 8,4 
Alabama AG 622 Ord * = - Ly Cae 
Mississippi O° 6.9 ke Ore! by * gid) sO) 
Tennessee ee Ta 6 * * * as oO 
Missouri eae One * = OFT Ole al ee 0.9 
Arkansas 3.8 2s * Or! * * 38 ea 
Louisiana 10.0 1S) ,t8) (@)sal Ozt - * TOM 5.9 
Oklahoma (@) ie - LO - - - 13 = 
Texas Zao Bek ee 17.9 = > 13.8 21,50 
New Mexico al At, 0.6 - 0.6 Deal - el! ee 
Arizona Ame ad * On5 * * Pree Se 
California Any: 2.4 * Oo! * - 2.7 2.5 
Other - Biel - 2.0 - - - ent 
United States Axe 4.0 ne Sho > > Bee Tao 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
‘e Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple ply 









Grade Season through October 31 
and Code 
Grade | Bales Bales Poet. Pot, 
1 (10) . - - - 
2 (20) 340 135 27.8 3.4 
3 (30) 408 1,888 33.3 47.3 
4 (40) 476 1,238 38.9 Bie 
5 (50) - 726 - 18.2 
6 (60) - - - - 
7 (70) - - - - 
8 (80) - - - - 
9 (90) - - - - 
10 (00) - - - - 
Total teed 3,987 100 .O 100.0 
Staple 
40 and shorter - - - - 
42 - - - - 
44 1,156 3,529 94.4 88.5 
46 68 458 5.6 11.5 


48 and longer - - - - 


Total 1,224 3,987 100 .O 100 .O 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
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Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to November 1, 1976 with 1975 comparisons, by states 7 







United States 








Percent Percent Percent 
2.4 and below - ” = a re a 
aes) - = = a - = 
2.6 - - = - a = 
od - = m = ee 2 
2.8 - = = = = 
2°.9 - = = = - 
a0) - = = = = 
Sion - fs = s = * 
See = es = s = a 
Sao - oe! - - - Oxn/ 
3.4 - - - - - - 
360 “ety fe al - - ~ 0.7 
Sno - Gana 5.6 4.0 5.6 4.7 
Sani, - - - 4.0 - Zoi 
Sie - 4.2 ilate al Ta O ee 8.8 
Sao - 4.2 NG 7/ 14.0 16.7 10,8 
4.0 - 8.3 Aone 16.0 22.2 LS ee) 
4.1 - 18.7 44.4 12.0 44.4 14,2 
4.2 - 14.6 ~ a SO) = 14.7 
4.3 - 14.6 - 9.0 - 10.8 
4.4 - 16.6 ° 10.0 - Tee 
4.5 - 4,2 - 4.0 - 4.1 
4.6 - 4.2 - - - 1.4 
4.7 - - - - - - 
4.8 - - - 1,0 “ O77 
4.9 - - - = = + 
5.0 and above - = = cy = ? 
Total - 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Average mike - 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.0 4.1 





i/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
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